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The March 5, 2014 seizure of thdos C is a blow to Iran, which clearly invested

considerable effort and resources in organizingwhapons shipment and attempting to
conceal the ship’s course and cargo. This washeofitst time that Israel succeeded in
intercepting such shipments, and it thus provednatit it has significant intelligence

capability to penetrate the Iranian system, as waglithe operational capacity to take
targets by surprise and act hundreds of kilométers Israel’s borders. Yet while the

Klos C interception might presumably prompt Tehran tostjoe whether it is prepared

to risk such failures in the future, it is likelyat Iran will again attempt to ship weaponry
to both Lebanon and the Gaza Strip by sea andtnyilio improve the camouflaging of

the shipments. Indeed, in the overall balance odpses smuggled to advance the
struggle against Israel, Iran has also had suceesapparently more often than failures
—and in the final analysis, it has successfullyppbtd many weapons to both Hizbollah
and the Palestinian organizations in the Gaza.Strip

Iran has varied its smuggling routes, sending weapo its allies and proxies by land, by
air, and by sea. Shipments by sea have an advam¢agese they enable especially large
guantities of arms to be shipped and because airlamd shipments leave a large
footprint. On the other hand, when the intelligerssgvices succeed in exposing a
shipment by sea, Iran has limited ability to protee shipment at a distance of thousands
of kilometers from its territory, and the risk gberational failure is great. Nonetheless,
Iran is unlikely to give up the maritime option anwdl continue to use it for transporting
weapons.

Sudan is a preferred way station for arms shipnfeons Iran to Egypt and from there to
Sinai and the Gaza Strip because of its weak regintkits close relations with Iran.
However, the northern part of this route, in Siaad the passage to the Gaza Strip, has
become problematic. The current government in Eggptworking intensively to
strengthen its control in Sinai and block the snlinggroutes to the Gaza Strip while
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systematically destroying the tunnels that cons@cai with Gaza. It is therefore unclear
how the Iranians planned to get the shipment irdeaizespecially the heavy rockets.

At this stage, the identity of the shipment’s imted recipient is still not clear. Was it
Hamas, even though its relations with Iran havélethisince 2012, or Islamic Jihad,
which was always the Palestinian organization dbge Iran? If the shipment was
intended mainly for Hamas, this may signal recoatedn with Iran. Alternatively, it is
possible that the shipment was intended to be eivioetween Hamas and Islamic Jihad.
The two organizations cooperate with each othacquisition of long range weapons for
use against Israel, and formulate understandingshenuse of force or restraint, in
accordance with the changing circumstances.

The key component of the shipment was forty 302-h&avy rockets, manufactured by
Syria and similar to the Chinese WS-1 rocket, whids a warhead weighing 150

kilograms and a range of some 100 kilometers. Abvemof other models of the rocket

have been developed in Syria with ranges up tokd@éheters and weights from 125 to

175 kilograms. According to the IDF spokesman,Khes C carried rockets with ranges

of 90-160 kilometers. The rocket is used by Hiziolbnd was employed during the
Second Lebanon War. It is not accurate, and af lestccuracy is some 1 percent of the
range (1,000-1,600 meters at the edge of the rampeye rockets would be an important
addition to the Hamas and Islamic Jihad arsenatsl escalate the threat these
organizations pose to the Israeli population. A¢ game time, this would not have
constituted a dramatic change, since Hamas alrgad$gesses Iranian-made Fajr-5
rockets with a range of 75 kilometers and a 176¢gkihm warhead. (There is also a model
of the Fajr-5 with a range of 180 kilometers.)dtnot clear why the Iranians chose to
send Syrian-made rockets. The explanation thattassintended to conceal Iran’s role in
the shipment is not consistent with the presencé&asfian-made mortar shells in the

shipment.

Why did the shipment set sail from Syria and nahJrwhich it passed along the way?
Most likely, the need to camouflage the smuggliogte, even if there were Iranian-made
items in the shipment, was the important consid@rahere. In any event, the affair
demonstrates once again that Syria has becomeaa hathouse for global terror and an
important exporter of sophisticated arms for tastasrganizations, even while the Assad
regime is engaged in a struggle for its futurés Hiso prepared to serve as a base to assist
Iran in distributing weapons not only to Hizbollatt also to terrorist organizations in the
Gaza Strip, while Assad’s current weakness endbdesto increase its influence over
Syrian policy.

The exposure of the arms shipment occurred at @nuenient time for Iran, which is
laboring to appear moderate and present a posithage in the eyes of Western
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governments while engaged in talks to achievea igreement on the nuclear issue. For
this reason, Iran hastened to deny involvementdashahot get dragged into a discussion
about the source of the shipment. Iran has beepetieby the media focus on the
Ukrainian crisis and the disappearance of the Madayplane, as there has consequently
been less attention to the capture of the shipnincase, it is clear that the seizure of the
shipment will not have much effect on the nucleatkd because the Western
governments are eager to reach a final agreemetiteoissue. In fact, Israel’s efforts to
focus attention on th&los C could be perceived as an attempt to sabotageutlear
talks.

The incident has remainedand at this point, will apparently remainlargely between
Iran and Israel, and Israel appears to have khbidity to leverage it further. There is
likewise an understanding between the partiesemticlear talks that they will focus on
the nuclear issue and not expand them to otheremsatsuch as regional issues or
domestic Iranian issues. If in the future the tadk¢end to other issues, then Western
governments are likely to raise the subject of imannvolvement in terror, including
arms shipments to terrorist organizations.

The Iranian attempt to smuggle the shipment taGhea Strip is likely also worrisome to
the Egyptian government, which today is steppingtspefforts to improve its control
over the Sinai, prevent weapons smuggling intoGlaga Strip, and reduce the terrorist
attacks in Egypt. Moreover, the Egyptian regime remg@s Hamas as an enemy helping
the Muslim Brotherhood carry out terrorist atta@ksSinai and in the heart of Egypt.
Therefore, the episode could help promote secaadbperation between Egypt and Israel
and prevent weapons smuggling through Egypt andiiSim Gaza. It could also
strengthen the common interest of Israel, Jordad, Saudi Arabia in stopping the
transfer of weapons from Iran and Syria to othemtiges.

Finally, Iran believes it has a longstanding act¢donsettle with Israet for previous
seizures of arms ships, assassinations of Irareamtssts, viruses introduced into the
Iranian computer system, and the assassinationztibHah’s military commander, Imad
Mughniyeh. It is important to Iran to deter Isrdem continuing to take steps of this
kind. Therefore, Iran may respond to these incslemth a revenge operation against
Israel, perhaps by means of Hizbollah.
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Heavy Rocketsin the Middle East: Comparative Table
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Rocket | Country of Diameter | Length | Minimum | Maximum | Rocket | Warhead | Comments
Name Manufacture Range Range Weight | Weight
M302 Syria 302 mn 90 krr 170 k¢ According
Khyber recent
media
reports.
M-302E 302 mn 100 knr 175 k¢
M-302C 302 mn 140 knr 140 k¢
M-302C 302 mn 160 knr 144 k¢
M-302E 302mm 200 krr 125 k¢
Ws-1/ China/Turke' | 302 mn | 4.7Cm | 4Ckm 80-100 kir | 524 k¢ | 150 k¢ Accuracy 1
Kasirga percent of
range. The
range of
100 km is
achieved by
removing
the rocket’s
tow ring.
WS-1B | Chine 302mn | 6.37n 16(C-180 725 k¢ | 150 k¢
km
Fajr-5 Iran 333mn | 6.6 75 krr 915 k¢ | 175 k¢
(90 kg
explosive
material )
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